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There are persons who consider themselves to be
intolerably wronged and persecuted if they cannot
have precedence and power over their fellow-citizens.
Essex was such a person. Instead of being thankful
that he had escaped the punishment which under
most sovereigns he would have suffered, he entered
into criminal plots for coercing, if not overthrowing,
che Queen. He urged the Scotch King to enforce the
recognition of his title by arms. He tried to persuade
Mountjoy, his successor in Ireland, to carry his army
to Scotland to co-operate with James. These intrigues
were not known to the Government. But it did not
escape observation that he was collecting men. of the
sword in the neighbourhood of his house; that he was
holding consultations with suspected nobles and gentle-
men (some of whom were afterwards engaged in the
Gunpowder Plot); that the Puritan clergy were preach-
ing and praying for his cause; and that there was
a certain ferment in the city. Essex was therefore
summoned to attend before the Council. Instead of
obeying, he flew to arms, with Lords Southampton,
Rutland, Sandys, Cromwell, and Monteagle, and about
300 gentlemen. But the citizens of London did not
respond to his appeal, and the insurrection was easily
suppressed, less than a dozen persons being slain on
both sides (February 8, 1601). A more senseless and
profligate attempt to overthrow a good government
it would be difficult to find in history. It was not
dignified by any semblance of principle, and it would
sufficiently stamp the character of its author, even if it
stood alone as an evidence of his vanity, egotism, and
want of common sense.